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Skin and subcutaneous tissue neoplasms are 
the most often identified neoplastic illnesses in most 
domestic animals like cattle and buffaloes (Fouad 
et al, 2001), equine (Abu-Seida et al, 2003), sheep 
(Fouad et al, 2001; Zabady et al, 2004; Abu-Seida, 
2015), goats (Abu-Seida and Ahmed, 2007) and dogs 
(Abu-Seida et al, 2008; Abu-Seida and Saleh 2016). 
There are almost 30 distinct types of cutaneous 
tumours diagnosed. These are divided into four 
types: epithelial, mesenchymal, lymphohistiocytic and 
melanocytic neoplasms. The top ten most frequent 
neoplasms include mast cell tumours, squamous cell 
carcinomas, perianal gland adenomas, lymphomas, 
benign melanomas, haemangiosarcomas, sebaceous 
gland adenomas, fibrosarcomas, lipomas and 
malignant melanomas (Mukaratirwa et al, 2005).

The Veterinary Teaching Hospital of Qassim 
University, Saudi Arabia evaluated the incidence, 
kinds and locations of tumours in 9576 dromedary 
camels. Histological examination verified tumours 

in 59 cases with an incidence of 0.006%. Squamous 
cell carcinoma, fibroma and adenocarcinoma were 
the common types of tumours occurring in camels 
(Alsobayil et al, 2018).

In dromedary camels, skin and subcutaneous 
neoplasms   are   uncommon   and   constitute 
approximately  1.3%  of  the  examined  camels 
(Elmaghraby et al, 2023). In a recent survey, skin 
neoplasms include myxosarcomas (0.7%), lipomas 
(0.2%), papilloma (0.1%), fibropapilloma (0.1%), 
adenoma (0.1%) and squamous cell carcinoma (0.1%) 
in 988 examined camels (Elmaghraby et al, 2023).

A lipoma is a slow-growing benign fatty tumour 
that is often seen in the subcutaneous tissues. It feels 
doughy, fluctuating and is typically painless (Kaswan 
et al, 2013). 

Lipoma rarely occurs in camels (Al-Sobayil and 
El-Amir, 2013; Kaswan et al, 2013). It was diagnosed 
as a rounded to oval swelling with rough surface at 
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ABSTRACT
A 10-year-old female Omani one-humped camel with two enormous subcutaneous masses above the base of 

the tail was admitted to the Veterinary Teaching Hospital (VTH), King Faisal University Saudi Arabia. The two giant 
masses grew slowly over two years. The body condition score (BCS) of the female camel was between 3.5 and 4 and 
all clinical parameters were within normal ranges. The circumference of the right and left masses was 79 and 76 cm, 
respectively. Clinically, the masses appeared doughy, painless and pedunculated with a short wide stem above and 
around the base of the tail. Both masses had nearly identical sizes, shapes and locations. They looked like the ovine 
fatty tail. The masses were excised surgically at two separate occasions, one month apart. The surgeries were carried 
out under the effect of intravenous xylazine HCl 2% solution and ketamine HCl 10% solution as well as ring blocks 
analgesia. Cut sections of the excised masses showed many yellowish and whitish fat lobules. The weight of the 
left and right tumours was 6.5 and 6.6 Kg, respectively. Histopathology revealed lobulated groups of the neoplastic 
adipocytes separated by bands of fibrous tissue elements. The overall appearance of two sections from each mass 
was consistent with a diagnosis of lipoma. The animal was followed up for 6 months by telephone conversation with 
the owner and no recurrence of the tumours or complications were recorded.
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